Wilda Murray
August 19, 1920 - June 12, 2012

Wilda L. Murray (Sis)
Murray, Wilda Lunette (Sis), 91, of Wichita, Kansas passed away at home on Tuesday,
June 12, 2012. She was born August 19, 1920 to the union of Henry O. Wells and Bessie
May (Bunch) Wells in Hutchinson, KS. Her parents, Henry O. and Bessie May; son,
Rolland Dean; Husband, Howard H.; one brother, Henry A., all preceded her in death.
She married Howard on May 15, 1943 in Medicine Lodge, KS. From this union, three sons
were born Howard D. (Reta) of Aurora, CO, and Billie Mitchel (Mitch) of Wichita, KS and
Rolland Dean (deceased). Wilda was a passionate gardener, growing beautiful roses,
mums and gladiolus, dahlias and vegetables outside. Her kitchen window overflowed with
gloxinias and African violets. She was captivated with most sports and an avid
fisherwoman, many times bringing home a bounty of fish. She loved embroidery and
sewing. She was a member of the Eastern Star Lodge, Ruth Chapter #84 for 61 years,
holding various offices during that time. In the course of her life, she held a number of
different jobs which challenged her to learn new things and re-invent herself. She was one
who always tried to make another’s world better if she could. Wilda prepared holiday
meals and delivered them to the elderly, shut in or downtrodden without fail or desire of
recognition. Many will remember her for her homemade chicken and noodles, fried
chicken, fried potatoes, potato salad, carrot relish, divinity, sour cream and burnt sugar
cakes, apple and cherry pies; just to name a few. She seemed to always have an affinity
for children. When her sons were growing up and had friends over to play, the house rule
was, “You may play as long as you don’t argue, once it starts, the game is over!” That rule
stood, whether it was a board game, ping pong, badminton, roller skating, croquet or any
other game. She instilled in her children the gift of celebrating the differences in others
and was quick to correct them if she found them to be disrespectful or taunting of others
who were different or less fortunate.
Upon the death of her husband, Howard, after 33 years of marriage, she re-invented
herself yet again, by leaving all that which was familiar to her in Pratt, KS and moved to
Wichita to become a cook at the Wichita Children’s Home which in retrospect was a
Godsend for her. She quickly became known to many there as Mom or grandmother and
was filled by the love and attention, both shown to her and showered by her. She cooked

there for 17 years before retiring at the age of 76. Upon retiring, she began to bake
cookies both for Ronald McDonald House and some of the children that lived in her
neighborhood. Too, she spent time going to a nursing home to check on friends and to
assist with their activities.
Wilda was a woman of God, but always looked upon herself as a Christian in process, in
that she held strong to her faith and yet always wanted to be a better servant to HIS
wishes.
She leaves to treasure her time on her earthly journey: son, Howard (Reta) son Mitchel,
two granddaughters; Tracy (Marcus), Teresa (Eric) and 4 great grandchildren: Braxton,
Blake, Preston and Kendall and nieces, a nephew along with other relatives and friends!
Visitation will be Monday from 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country
Club Road, Pratt with the family receiving friends from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Graveside
service will be Tuesday, June 19, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. at Greenlawn Cemetery in Pratt.
Memorials may be made to the Ronald McDonald House in care of the mortuary.
Condolences may be left at www.larrisonmortuary.com.
Larrison Mortuary (620) 672-6436
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Comments

“

Mitch- Both you and your brother are in my prayers. Much, much love!

Kerry Littleton - June 17, 2012 at 03:36 PM

“

Thinking of you.Our thoughts and prayers are with and family. Leon & Wanda James

Leon & Wanda James - June 16, 2012 at 03:52 PM

“

Heartfelt condolences to "Shorty", Mitch and Family. Sis was the 'other Mother' in
those times when neighbors shared the role of monitoring, guiding and protecting all
the neighborhood children. Thank you Sis for assuming that role in my life.
May the Family find peace.

Eve Williams Spearman - June 16, 2012 at 01:08 PM

“

Mitch and family,
My thoughts are with you during this time.
Penny Radke

Penny Radke - June 15, 2012 at 11:09 AM

“

Grammy, I'm so glad I was able to spend Memorial Day weekend with you. I love you
very much and will miss so many things about you. I will have comfort knowing that
you will always be in my heart and I know I will see you again.
I love you!!!

Teresa Askew - June 14, 2012 at 10:03 PM

