Walter R. Lenkner
January 16, 1931 - May 21, 2015

Walter Robert Lenkner, 84 of Medicine Lodge, KS died Thursday, May 21, 2015 at Harry
Hynes Memorial Hospice, Wichita, KS.
He was born at home on January 16, 1931 near Coats, KS, the son of William Lenkner
and Sophie (Lang) Lenkner. On August 16, 1980 he married Peggy (Kettering) Lenkner in
Medicine Lodge, KS. She survives.
Walter was a 1948 graduate of Sharon High School and a 1960 graduate of Northwestern
State College in Alva, OK. He was a farmer and school teacher and taught math and
science at Sylvia, Hazelton, Haviland, Isabel and Sharon. Walter served in the U.S. Army
from 1951-1953 at Fort Riley, Kansas, during the Korean War, as a finance clerk. He
married Marilyn Lawrence on August 3, 1958. Children from that union are Robert,
Lawrence Lee, and Carol Sue.
Walter was a lifetime resident of Barber County. He was a member of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Medicine Lodge, KS where he served as past President and Treasurer, and was
active in the Men’s Club. He served on the Medicine Lodge Township, Highland Cemetery,
Rural Water District #2, and Sawyer Farmers Co-op boards.
Surviving in addition to his wife, Peggy, are one son, Robert (Lois) Lenkner of Medicine
Lodge, KS; one daughter, Carol (Glen) McGeary of Carlsbad, CA; two step-daughters,
Julie (Mike) Fox of Oklahoma City, OK and Dana (Bryan) Whitfield of Pratt, KS; three
grandchildren, William Lenkner, Megan McGeary, and Katelyn McGeary; six stepgrandchildren, Steven Fox, Robert Fox, Laura Fox, Matthew Fox, Peyton Whitfield, and
Brydan Whitfield; four step great-grandchildren, Anna Fox, Ethan Fox, Sadie Fox, and
Oren Fox; one sister, Helen Selsor of Lincolnville, KS.
Walter was preceded in death by his parents, one son, Lawrence Lee Lenkner, one stepson, Steven Best, and one step-granddaughter, Malea Whitfield.
Visitation will be on Tuesday, May 26, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., with family
present from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Larrison Funeral Home, 120 E. Lincoln,
Medicine Lodge, KS 67104.
Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, May 27, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Medicine Lodge, KS with Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer officiating. Burial
will be in Highland Cemetery, Medicine Lodge, KS with military honors by the U.S. Army

Fort Riley Honor Guard.
Memorials may be made to Trinity Lutheran Church or the Lutheran Hour in care of the
funeral home.

Comments

“

Jeff And Rose Baier lit a candle in memory of Walter R. Lenkner

Jeff and Rose Baier - June 13, 2015 at 05:24 PM

“

Mr. Linkner was my science teacher at Isabel High School. One day in class I was
about to throw a piece of paper from my desk into the trash. Somehow I made a bet
that I could hit the can with the paper. I remember that the bet was 10 cents. I
missed. I paid the debt becaise he said, "A gambling debt is an honerable debt and
must be paid." I remember. Rita (Poland) Kendall

Rita Poland Kendall - May 26, 2015 at 07:16 PM

“

I just found out about Walt and was deeply saddened to hear of his passing. Walt not
only taught me math and science all 4 year of high school in Isabel, but was also our
class sponsor so he say me a lot. I never had a teacher that left such a long-lasting
impression on my life. A few years ago I was lucky enough to tell him that and I think
he appreciated that. He was a great guy and if you were on the same wavelength
with Walt and what he was teaching, he just kept pushing you to grasp more.
My senior year Walt set up an advanced class in Math of which I was the only
student. He always had been on me about doing my work on paper and not in my
head but in that class he gave me the leeway to do the work in my head and just
write something down to keep me straight. That worked out great for both of us. For
homework or tests, Walt and I would just read the answers and check them against
the book with the answers. If it was right, not a problem. If it was wrong, Walt would
make me check my notes to see where I had gone wrong and then give me the
"look" but never ever said anything about doing all my work on paper. Just the "look".
God forbid I missed two, I would get two "looks" and then that little smile but not a
word. When there was something that I needed to learn, Walt would have me go thru
it by myself and then say something like "did that all make sense to you?" If it did, we
moved on, if it didn't we would work thru it. Sometimes we would go thru 2 or 3
chapters in one class and sometimes spend 2 or 3 days on a chapter until "I got it".
Years later I realized that he was actually ok with doing the work in my head because
I could and was good at it but he had to constantly harass me about it because it
wasn't that easy for others around me. Another life lesson.
Once in a while he would impart deep and profound wisdom on me like the time he
caught me watching the janitor mowing the yard. Walt said "if you don't pay attention
in this class, you'll probably be doing that someday". And then the twisted smile.
Point understood Walt. When we did meet again, it was at a church gathering in
Isabel and I went up and introduced myself. I think he was glad to see me and I know
I was glad to see him. While we were talking later that evening, he said "you know
you were the only student I ever had that called me a liar". I have to admit I was
totally appalled and tried to apologize right then and there without having any idea
the background. Little smile on his face showed up. He told me about what he was
talking about at the time and how he had noticed that I had a strange look on my
face. It was a long story but it was about a friend of his on an aircraft carrier and how
they were in a typhoon and the waves were sometimes crashing on the deck of that
aircraft carrier. He asked me what I was thinking about it and I just told him "Mr.
Lenkner, I think you're lying". He said he just smiled and said that is hard for a kid in
Kansas to comprehend but you're going to run into more of those in your life. He
didn't take it personally for even a second. Right again Walt.
Of course we could never call him Walt to his face and when I met him probably 40+
years after graduating and moving on in life, calling him Walt just didn't seem right.
He had been Mr. Lenkner too long. To this day, I still think of him as Mr. Lenkner and
I realize in this case, it wasn't a matter of protocol and the way I was brought up, it
was all a matter of total respect to the man who taught me so much "book learning"
and some gems about life.

Mr. Lenkner I'll never forget how much you did for me to prepare me for the life
ahead. I think we both appreciated each other. You'll always be a fond memory for
me throughout what I have left in life.
Maybe, just maybe, that is the best tribute you can have for a friend, teacher and life
guide. I'm so glad I got the chance to give him part of that message.
Den Hewitt
Den Hewitt - May 25, 2015 at 02:06 AM

“

So sad to read of Walts passing. What a kind man and i Loved to visit with him any
time. Deepest sympathies to all the family.

Joyce Ditgen - May 23, 2015 at 04:43 PM

“

On behalf of The Dishman Family we would like to send you our heartfelt sympathy.
Walt was a Godly man and a great neighbor to have. He will be missed by all who
knew him.
The Dishman Family

Sherry Dishman West - May 23, 2015 at 01:21 PM

