Vergie Critzer
September 15, 1921 - March 28, 2017

Vergie “Dee Dee” (Webster) Critzer, 95, passed away on March 28, 2017, at Kiowa
County Memorial Hospital in Greensburg, KS. She was born on September 15, 1921, at
Protection, Kansas, and was the daughter of Martin Luther and Minnie Pearl (Ogden)
Webster. She was the second of seven children.
Vergie attended Pleasant Valley Grade School, a one-room country school house near the
family farm in rural Protection. She often reminisced about milking cows in the early
morning before riding to school on horseback, sometimes hauling wood or coal for stoking
the stove to keep the school house warm. She continued her education at Protection High
School, graduating in 1938.
She met her future husband, Lyle Hamlin Critzer, at a local carnival in early September,
1941. It was love at first sight, and they were married just three short weeks later on
September 21, 1941, in Wichita, Kansas. They were blessed with 59 years of marriage
before Lyle passed away on January 2, 2000. When they met, Lyle owned and operated
The Protection Hatcheries, a chicken hatchery in Protection. Vergie joined him in the
business, first in Protection and then later in Pratt, where they moved the business in
1956. Lyle and Vergie worked side by side for nearly 60 years.
Vergie enjoyed giving tours of the family business to hundreds of school children from
Pratt and the surrounding counties. She was active in her church and other community
activities. Music was always a big part of her life. She played the piano, harmonica and
the accordion. She taught Sunday School, and was especially proud to teach her students
how to play hymns on harmonicas she had purchased for them. Vergie volunteered with
the American Red Cross, where she developed an adult swimming lesson program and
taught swimming lessons for many years. She loved horses and was active in the Pratt
Saddle Club. An adamant supporter of Pratt High School music and sports, Vergie
volunteered as a pep club and cheerleader chaperone. She also made pep club banners
for Pratt and Skyline High Schools, as well as Pratt Community College. She often spoke
fondly of her memories of family cook- outs and water-skiing outings. Her favorite pastime
was crocheting. She crocheted many beautiful afghans for family and friends, and once
said she wished she had kept count of how many afghans she had made, estimating there
were well more than a hundred.

Of all the things Vergie was, she was first and foremost a mom. Her selfless devotion to
her daughters, Vickie and Kris, her four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren could
not be surpassed. But in addition to her own children, Vergie was “Mom” to many of their
friends who looked at her as their second mother. No matter what the problem, Vergie’s
door was always open and her shoulder there to lean on. Vergie’s house was the place to
be: for fun, for shelter, for solace, for advice. She was everybody’s mom.
Over the years, Vergie saw “children” come into her life, for however long God would let
them stay. She viewed her role in their lives as a God-given charge to guide and nurture.
This moved her to write a poem entitled, “For Just a Little While.” She shared hundreds of
copies with friends, families, ministers, hatchery customers, or whoever would ask for one.
Vergie had a very cunning wit about her, an adorable sense of humor, a vivacious laugh, a
love of life, and a love of people. She gave more to this world than she took. She will be
greatly missed.
Vergie is survived by: daughters, Vickie Fisher, Pratt, KS, and Kris (Joe) Thompson , York,
SC; grandchildren, Dustin Fisher (Jamie Williamson), Pratt, KS, Katie Fisher (Jason Huth),
Basehor, KS, Nicholas Thompson (Hanna Whitefield), Edgewood, NM, and Colton
(Heather) Thompson, Smyrna, GA; great-grandchildren, Grandon and Amethyst Fisher,
and Stephanie and David Holmes, all of Pratt, KS. She was “Second Mom” to nephew
Gary (Debbie) Goeller, Benton, KS, Barbara Svoboda-Rush, Ashland KS, and twelve
other precious nephews and nieces. She will also be missed by her many great-nephews
and nieces and great-great- nephews and nieces.
In addition to her parents, Vergie was preceded in death by her husband, Lyle Critzer; a
daughter, Toni; four brothers, John Webster, Earl Webster, Clark Webster and Martin
Webster, Jr.; and two sisters, Ida May Goeller-Robey and Ethel Webster Loffland.
A graveside service will be held at 2:30 PM, Saturday, April 1, 2017, at Greenlawn
Cemetery, Pratt, KS. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorials be given to Lemon
Park Lights in care of Larrison’s Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt, KS, 67124.
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Comments

“

Grandma Dede you will be missed extremely. I loved to visit you when no one knew I
was back in Pratt and I could stop and talk for hours about how my dad used to set in
grandpas chair when he visited when my parents were still together, about you
making home brew for your dad and if you found the recipe we would drink together,
about how grandma and uncle Martin would be proud of me and who I had become,
how you would help me every chance you could because grandma would be mad at
you if you didn't try, how much you loved me, and how much it meant to you that I
came to visit and how much it made your day, and how no matter what until the last
time you always greeted me at the door and walked me out to wave bye and blow
kisses as Idrove off. I love you so much. R.I.P.

Casey Svoboda - March 30, 2017 at 02:19 AM

“

Grandma Dede was always there for me. She is my grandma's sister or my great
aunt. But we always knew her as grandma Dede. From growing up at the hatchery
playing with the chick's while she and grandma were working to family picnics she
always made everyone feel loved. When my grandma passed in 2011 my world was
shattered. She was always there for me and believed in how far I had come. I would
come back and visit Pratt when no one knew I would go to her house and visit for
hours. She would tell me about my dad and how she enjoyed him sitting in grandpa's
chair when my parents were together, how she used to make home brew for her dad
and if she found the recipe we would drink together, how much she knew my
grandma and uncle Martin were proud of who I had become, always let me know
how much it made her day when I visited, and lastly never let me leave without
following me out to the porch and standing there waving and blowing kisses as I
drove off. She will be greatly missed by everyone.

Casey Svoboda - March 30, 2017 at 01:46 AM

“

Vergie was like my 2nd Mom. Vickie & I became friends around 2nd grade. Spend so
many overnights there. Loved getting to go to the nursery to see all the chicks.
Always felt at home and loved. She was even one of my sons Guardian Angel. One
of my sons was at Haskins school playing with his cousins and older brother, but
when they returned he wasn't with them. Went back to look for him. Had to call the
cops and a few minutes later they called back saying a lady saw him walking in front
of their house. Gave me the address and YES he was at the Critzers. She didn't
know at the time he was one of my kids. Those of you who know where their house
is located it's just very near the highway. I tread the thought of what would have
happened if Vergie was not looking out her kitchen window. So glad I got to see her
last May. Vergie, I will miss you and think of you always. You were a wonderful caring
and loving person, and so thankful you were part of my life. I hate I can't be there for
the funeral.

Diana Steppe - March 30, 2017 at 12:11 AM

“

I AM AUNT DEE DEE'S NEICE ethel MARIE AND WHEN WE WERE ALL KIDS
GRAMMA BOUGHT CHRISTMAS NET SOX WITH TREASURES IN THEM FOR US
GRANDKIDS EACH YEAR. WHEN I & MY SISTER HAD OUR CHILDREN AUNT
DEE DEE CARRIED ON THAT TRADITION. IT MEANT THE WORLD TO ALL OF
US.I KNOW MY CHILDREN ADORE HER SHE WAS SO -KIND CHEERFUL
GIVING OF HERSELF FROM HER HEART A TRUE SPIRIT OF THE LORD. SHE
WILL BE GREATLY MISSED SHE HAS TOUCHED ALOT OF LIVES.

MARIEALFREY - March 29, 2017 at 11:38 PM

