Vada E. Hertlein
February 11, 1922 - September 29, 2016

Vada Eldalee (Dinkins) Hertlein, 94, of Augusta, KS, formerly of Sawyer, KS, died
Thursday, September 29, 2016 at Lakepoint Nursing Home, Augusta, KS.
She was born February 11, 1922 in Sawyer, Kansas to William Elmer Dinkins and Lenora
(Long) Dinkins. They preceded her in death as did her son, Van Edward Hertlein.
She is survived by a daughter & son, Beverly J. Tipton & husband John of Fredonia, KS &
son, Harold Hertlein & wife Robin of Coupeville, Washington. Grandchildren, Shelby
(Alyson) Summers, Amanda (Josh) Martin, Michael (Yuksel) Hertlein, Elizabeth (Michael)
McAllister, & Scott Hertlein. Seven great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.
Vada grew up south of Sawyer on a farm, graduating from Sawyer High School. She
graduated from Pratt Junior College in 1941 and began her teaching career in Sawyer,
KS. She married Carl Edward Hertlein in 1942, who grew up on a farm southwest of Pratt,
where they lived and raised their three children, Van, Beverly, and Harold. The family was
active in the Fairview and Pratt communities including 4-H, Extension Homemakers Unit,
school activities, and church. She was a devoted mother, homemaker, substitute teacher
and assisted with cattle and wheat farm operations. She loved to watch birds, grow
garden flowers, read newspapers and books, and history and genealogy.
After Vada’s divorce in 1970, she became a student at Fort Hays State University,
graduating with a Bachelor’s Degree in Education in 1972 and a Master’s Degree in 1976.
Vada taught learning disabilities in the Salina school district #305 for nineteen years,
retiring at the age of 70. She was so delighted to see the light shining in a child’s eyes
when he or she finally deciphered the mystery of reading. She was beloved by many
students, teachers, friends, and her church family.
Vada was a devoted member of the Pratt Presbyterian Church and the Salina First
Presbyterian Church. She was a member of the PEO, Salina Retired Teachers, Kappa
Kappa Iota, Alpha Delta Kappa, Delta Kappa Gamma, and Coats Eastern Star.
A graveside “Celebration of Life” service will be held on Monday, October 3, 2016 at 11:00
a.m. at the Ellenwood Cemetery, three miles east of Sawyer, Kansas.
Memorials may be made to the First Presbyterian Church in Salina, KS or the Ellenwood
Cemetery Endowment Fund in care of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt.

Condolences may be left at www.larrisonmortuary.com.

Comments

“

Oh sweet Vada. She and my mother, Dorothy May Randle were such good and dear
friends. Many mornings Vada would stop on her way to town at our farm to have
coffee with mother. She was like a second mother to me. I learned SO much from
her. I will truly miss Vada.
My condolences to Beverly and Harold and their families.
Janet Randle Dethrow.

Janet Randle Dethrow - October 12, 2016 at 08:08 PM

“

I taught with Vada at Lowell School in Salina and we shared some of the same
students. She treated "her kids" with warmth and respect and taught them social and
life skills as well as academics. They were blessed to have her as their teacher!
Vada was a wonderful friend and a loving mother and grandmother. My sympathy to
you in your loss, but know you will treasure the many good memories you have of
your mom.
Jean Wilson

Jean Wilson - October 05, 2016 at 01:21 PM

“

Dear Beverly, Harold and family,
We are deeply saddened to hear of Vada's passing. She was a warm, generous,
wise lady, full of dignity and grace, with a heart of gold. It was a joy and a privilege to
know her and we will always treasure the times we shared with her and our
memories of her. She leaves a rich and lasting legacy through the cherished
memories of you, her family, friends and the children she taught.
Our love and thoughts are with you all.
Wendy & Trevor Taylor
( Wilberfoss, East Yorkshire, UK)

Wendy Taylor - October 02, 2016 at 04:34 PM

