Ruth Loretta Keller
October 31, 1927 - September 17, 2014

Iuka, KS
Ruth Loretta Maddox Keller, 86, died Wednesday, September 17th at South Wind
Hospice, Pratt, KS. She was born the tenth of eleven children to Robert T. and Tollie
Pierce Maddox at home near Sentinel, OK on October 31, 1927.
Loretta graduated co-salutatorian from Sentinel High School, Sentinel, OK in 1946. She
earned an AA degree from Central Christian College, McPherson, KS; a BS from Sterling
College; and did graduate work at Fort Hays State University. A born teacher, she taught
on the elementary level of public schools in the Iuka area for 25 years. She also taught
Sunday school from children to senior citizens in the Pratt Free Methodist Church, of
which she was a charter member when the Eden Valley Free Methodist Church (north of
Iuka) moved to Pratt in 1964. Besides teaching she served on the Board of Ministry, in
Women Ministries, as church secretary, and historian, and as the Free Methodist Kansas
Conference Delegate a number of years.
A creative person, Loretta drew/painted her own greeting cards and wrote encouraging
notes to many people through the years. Friends and family members have framed some
of her pen and ink creations, and in her own and family members’ homes are her oil
paintings. She also wrote poetry, was a compelling story teller, was a creative cook, and
drew up plans for the house she and her husband Fay built north of Iuka.
On August 27, 1950 she married Emmet Fay Keller at Greeley, CO, where she and her
sister Ruby, who married Jack Shupe, had a double wedding ceremony. Fay and Loretta
had no children. He preceded her in death on Sept. 13, 2011. Also preceding her in death
were her parents, four brothers, Alfred, George, Carl, and Joe Maddox; four sisters, Lillie
Jackson, Edith Rogers, Ellen and Lucy Maddox. Surviving are Ruby and husband Jack
Shupe of Greeley, CO; and Esther Maddox, Spring Arbor, MI.
Loretta will be missed by her sisters, church, friends, the Keller brothers and sisters and
their spouses, as well as many Maddox, Shupe, and Keller nieces and nephews, and
Griffith cousins.
Visitation will be Friday 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary 300 Country Club Rd.,
Pratt,KS 67124. Funeral Service will be Saturday, September 20, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. in
the Free Methodist Church, Pratt, KS. Burial will be in the Iuka Cemetery, Iuka, KS.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to the Pratt Free Methodist Church or to South
Wind Hospice in care of the mortuary.

Comments

“

To Ester and Ruby,
Putting pen to paper is not my forte, but there are many people who can. So I am
going to use their words to put sorrow to paper. There is a begining and end, we all
knew this, but the grief that comes with the end sometimes is hard to cope with.
I found this poem that I think that fits Loretta. Loving and kind in all her ways, Upright
and just to the end of her days; Sincere and true in her heart and mind. A beautiful
memory she left behind. She had a nature you could not help loving. A heart that
was purer than gold; and to those who knew her and loved her, Loretta's memory will
never grow old.
I am sorry I am not there to say a final farewell to Loretta with all of the people that
loved her.
Love Always,
Dorothy Maddox
p.s. I don't know who wrote to poem to give them credit.
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