Paul Everett Conner
October 7, 1936 - December 20, 2019

Paul Everett Conner, 83, passed away Friday, December 20, 2019. He was born October
7, 1936 in Elk City, Oklahoma to Charles Edwin and Oneta Jo (Duree) Conner. Paul
married Karen (Garrett) Conner on August 16, 1957 in Sayre, Oklahoma. She survives.
Paul attended Sayre Schools as a child and graduated in 1955. He received an
Associate's Degree from Sayre Junior College in 1957. He earned his Bachelor's Degree
in Elementary and Secondary Education from Southwestern Oklahoma State University. In
1967, he completed his Master's Degree. He received his post graduation Superintendent
Certification from Oklahoma State University and the University of Oklahoma. Paul worked
as an instructor of a one room school house in Wakeeney until he was offered a teaching,
coaching and principal position at St. George Schools in 1958. In 1965, he returned to
Sayre to be the Associate Elementary Principal to teach and coach. In 1969, he was hired
as Academic Dean of Sayre Junior College. In 1984, Paul became Superintendent of
Sayre Schools and President of Sayre Junior College. He was instrumental in the merge
of Sayre Junior College with Southwestern Oklahoma State University in July of 1987. In
1996, he led the girls' softball team to state where they finished as semi-finalists. He
retired from Sayre Schools in 1996 and moved to Haviland where he was hired as
Superintendent and coached volleyball and softball; his softball team went to state. He
retired again in 2003 after 49 years in education. He was then hired as the Director of I-TV
of Kansas, leading the Interactive Television network for five school districts and colleges.
Paul was a member of numerous councils and boards of both Oklahoma and Kansas. He
was proud of his tenure on the Sayre Memorial Hospital Board, Sunday School Teacher
and Deacon for Sayre First Baptist Church, Distinguished Alumnus at Southwestern
Oklahoma State University and board member, and Education Organizations in Oklahoma
and Kansas. He attended Haviland Methodist Church. His life revolved around children
and "serving students for the future".
He is survived by his wife, Karen Conner of Haviland; daughters, Lori (Jerry) Burch of
Woodward, Oklahoma and Linda Hall of Elk City, Oklahoma; son in-law, Dick (Jamie)
Drendel of Haviland; grandchildren, Todd (Niki) Burch, Kali (Kody) Smajstrla, Kami (Matt)

Ballard, Brooke (Josh) Scott, Conner (Cassie) Drendel, Corbin (Monica Windle) Hall,
Keegan Hall, and Kinsley Hall; great-grandchildren, Jordan Howard, Maddie, Sydney,
Gabe, and Josie Burch, Kelton, Baylor, and Weston Tarr, Jack and Charlie Smajstrla,
Grayson, Gentry, and Gaige Ballard, Caleb and Ethan Scott, Finley Drendel, Kasen Hall
and Kennedy Hall; and Grandogs.
Paul is preceded in death by his parents; daughter, Lisa Drendel; and son in-law, Cary
Hall.
Cremation has taken place. Friends may sign the book Thursday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00
p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt. Celebration of Life will be held at
10:00 a.m., Friday, December 27, 2019 at Ross-Ellis Center, Haviland with Joe Coles and
Pastor Mark Fillmore presiding. A Second Celebration of Life will be held at 1:00 p.m.,
Saturday, December 28, 2019 at Sayre Schools Auditorium with Joe Coles presiding. A
private family inurnment will be held at a later date at Sayre-Doxey Cemetery, Sayre,
Oklahoma.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Paul E. Conner Sayre Scholarship Fund or
Paul E. Conner Memorial Haviland Kids Fund both in care of Larrison Mortuary or
Greensburg State Bank, 240 S. Main, Greensburg, KS 67054.
"Enjoy Life, Dream Big, Be Happy, Love Simply, Be Grateful"

Comments

“

Thinking about all of you during this difficult time. As a young student of Mr Connors
he truly cared about each student average or poor I think he could just tell by looking
at a student the love and care they needed. They don’t make them like this anymore
a man of integrity and respect. Thank you Me Connor for everything and for caring.
Peace to all Julie (Farris) Schneberger

julie schneberger - December 28, 2019 at 07:21 AM

“

Paul Conner was a Great Man! Educator extraordinaire. .....mainly because he loved
the kids. Saw the potential in every single one and did his best to develop that.
Maybe more than anyone I’ve known had the ability to relate to students of any age.
Went by his office a time or two before daylight to pray with him about certain things,
at his request. Anyone who knew PC is a better person because of it. Gonna be a
big set of shoes to fill for someone.

Andy Taylor - December 27, 2019 at 10:02 PM

“

Nancy Scott lit a candle in memory of Paul Everett Conner

Nancy Scott - December 26, 2019 at 09:23 PM

“

So sad to hear about the passing of Mr. Conner. He was super person and an
excellent teacher. We only got to know him for a short time at St. George but he left a
life time of memories early in his teaching years. How special he was to us. We
invited him to our 20th H.S. reunion in 1987. Mr. Conner and wife Karen made the
trip back to St. George. He was the highlight of our reunion. We cherished the time
with him at St. George. He will be missed!! Tom Wilson and the St. George CLASS of
1967.

Tom Wilson - December 25, 2019 at 01:07 PM

“

Dr. Conner was a beloved member of the Oklahoma Council of Retired Presidents.
He was a wonderful colleague and friend to all of us whi spent our careers in higher
education. A true gentleman whose loss diminishes the amount of competence and
caring in the world. His family can be so very proud of his life and service to others.
(Jim Cook, Executive Secretary, Oklahoma Council of Retired Presidents)

Jim Cook - December 24, 2019 at 02:35 PM

“

I was serving as chairman of the school board when we decided to hire Paul to be
Haviland superintendent. It was one of the smartest decisions we ever made. He
served with distinction for many years. I am sad to learn of his passing. The world is
definitely a better place because of him. He will be missed.
Doug Kunsman

Doug Kunsman - December 24, 2019 at 12:18 PM

“

Dolores Morton sent a virtual gift in memory of Paul Everett Conner

Dolores Morton - December 24, 2019 at 12:06 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. He sounds like a giant of a man. I know you will miss him! Prayers
for all of his family.
Dolores Morton - December 24, 2019 at 12:08 PM

“

My condolences.
Paul was a great guy, loved by all!
Shannon Hageman, Wichita

shannon - December 23, 2019 at 10:36 PM

“

Mr. Conner was such a good, kind and decent man.
He had a positive impact on every student who had the honor of knowing him.
My prayers go out to his family during this difficult time of tremendous loss.
Lisa (Ezzell) Moody

Lisa (Ezzell) Moody - December 23, 2019 at 08:22 PM

“

Karen and Family: We were so saddened to hear of Paul’s passing. Our thoughts
and prayers are with your family through these sad days. Sad for those left behind,
but a great celebration for Paul, as we know he loved the Lord and lived his life
accordingly, and is now in the presence of Jesus. Paul and Ron have been friends
since 1st grade at Whitehurst Elementary there in Sayre, and have certainly kept up
that friendship all through the years. We love you. Ron and Jo Ann Waters

Ron Waters - December 23, 2019 at 12:52 PM

“

Connie Meier lit a candle in memory of Paul Everett Conner

Connie Meier - December 23, 2019 at 09:20 AM

“

This man was not only a Dad, Grandpa, brother, uncle, but an amazing
superintendent and coach. Mr. Connor I could never thank you enough for the impact
that you had my on life. No one could ever begin to fill your shoes as a role model. I
always enjoyed hearing about your family when I would see you in stores, or just out
and about. You truly believed in every kid and always pushed for them to shine in
their own way. You will be greatly missed, but you can R.I.P. knowing that you left
behind a piece of yourself in every person you had contact with. We love you!

Heather Brozek - December 22, 2019 at 04:35 PM

“

I feel like I have known him all of my life. I grew up with the girls. He was such an
outstanding man. Everyone loved him!! Karen & family, my heart goes out to you.
Love & prayers for you all.
Carol (Head) Miles

Carol Miles - December 22, 2019 at 04:34 PM

“

He was a great superintendent when I was going to school. I would see him in
Dillons and Wal mart he would always stop and say hi and give my boys candy!! Will
miss seeing him one of the kindest men I knew. Rest in peace Mr. Conner

Kayla McDowell - December 22, 2019 at 02:39 PM

“

He was one of my favorite people. I will miss him. So sorry for your loss.

Patricia Alexander - December 21, 2019 at 11:59 PM

“

Elmer and I are so sorry to hear about your great loss . You all will be in our thoughts and
prayers . Paul will be greatly missed by all his friends and family so very much . Elmer and
Bonnie Stone
Elmer and Bonnie Stone - December 22, 2019 at 05:03 PM

“

Jacquita Bates lit a candle in memory of Paul Everett Conner

Jacquita Bates - December 21, 2019 at 08:56 PM

“

I had the privilege of being a member of his softball team at Haviland. The year we went to
state was our first year of having softball. It was a rough year in the win-loss columns but
Mr. Conner always kept our spirits up and made it fun no matter what; “hang loose” was his
saying. You will be missed by tons of people. Thank you for all the memories!!
Jamie Long - December 21, 2019 at 10:46 PM

“

I will miss seeing Paul at Skagg's Ace Hardware. He was a fine gentleman. Ulanda
Jackman
Ulanda Jackman - December 22, 2019 at 09:03 AM

“

Many years ago, Dean Conner helped me numerous times at Sayre Junior College
(SWOSU at Sayre) in numerous ways. He was a great and kind man. Loving and kind
hearted - a man who truly cared about his students and all people. Rest In Peace Dean
Conner - you will be greatly missed. My heart and prayers to your family and friends - thank
you for sharing him with us. God bless.
Lia Kaye Spears - December 22, 2019 at 10:58 AM

“

It has indeed been truly an honor and pleasure to have worked with Mr. Connor. It is
because of his service to his community and his staff that I became the educator that I was
(now retired). I have lived in the Middle East and just moved back and decided to located
Paul. Your family will be in my prayers. Rest In Peace
Deborah Jones - December 31, 2019 at 03:35 PM

