Moreland Dale Ohley
April 12, 1926 - May 31, 2016

Pratt, KS – Moreland Dale Ohley, 90, passed away Tuesday, May 31, 2016, at Pratt
Rehab and Residence Center in Pratt, Kansas. He was born April 12, 1926, to Harvey
Debert and Lotta Agatha (Moore) Ohley in Byers, Kansas. On June 1, 1944, he married
Eva Willbanks in Hopewell, Kansas. She survives.
Dale served in the Navy during WWII in the South Pacific. After his military service he
worked for Swinson Motor Company, Bowles Walker Dirt Contractor, as a driller in the oil
field for Schaefer Drilling. He worked for Foley Tractor, Don Marsh Engine Service, then
opened his own shop, Dales Mag & Engine Shop in 1967. In 1975, he sold the building
and went to work for R & R Tank. In the early 1980’s, he began working at Republic Gas,
servicing compressors. He retired in 1990. From 1959 to 2000 Dale’s hobbies were
building jalopies, stock cars and motors for race cars. He was a member of the First
Christian Church, Kilwinning Masonic Lodge #265 and Midian Shrine, VFW Post #1362
(serving as commander for 3 terms), and B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge #1451, all of Pratt.
He is survived by: wife, Eva, son and daughter in law, Ken and Dayna of Broomfield, CO,
granddaughter, Courtnee of Broomfield, CO, sister in law, Elizabeth Grice of Hardtner, KS,
two nephews, Don Ogdon of Lawrence and Lloyd Willbank of Hutchinson, and nieces and
various great nieces and nephews, extended families of Ralph & Linda Lanterman and Bill
& Karen Hampton III both of Pratt.
He was preceded in death by his father, Harvey, mother, Lotta, brother, Bruce, sister in
law, Barnita, stepmother, Alta Ohley Wilcox, nephew, Dean, niece, Janice, stepbrothers
Noel and Paul Grice, stepsister, Norma Grice Poole, great niece Peggy Braden.
Visitation will be from 9:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. Friday with family receiving friends from 6-8 at
Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Rd, Pratt. Funeral service will be 10:00 a.m.,
Saturday, June 4, 2016 at Larrison Mortuary with Pastors John Havens and Don Ogdon
presiding. Burial with military honors will be at Iuka Cemetery in Iuka, Kansas.
Memorials may be made to Lemon Park Lights, Hilltop Manor or Pratt Rehab and
Residence Center in care of Larrison Mortuary.
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Comments

“

I've known Dale since the mid 1980's. He worked at Republic Natural Gas then and I
was just a young kid out of college. Dale always let me know who were the elders
and he kept me in line. He was one of my favorites as he always spoke his mind and
was a classic one of a kind person. After he retired he would always ask me how
things were going and wanted to know what I was up to.
When my daughter was given the assignment to interview a veteran, she picked Dale
as he had been in WWII. We both went over to Dale and Eva's house and she asked
him questions about the war. Wow, I never knew all the things he told us. It made us
so proud to know him and we knew how much he had given our country. After the
interview we both talked about what Dale and Eva had to sacrifice during the war.
How strong they had to be, how much love there was.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Eva and the family. God bless you all.
The McClain's

Steve McClain - June 03, 2016 at 12:52 PM

“

Some of my fondest memories were going down the alley from Grandma and
Grandpa Willbanks' house to Uncle Dale and Aunt Eva's. The earliest Christmas
memory I have was at their house when I was very young, maybe 3 or 4 yrs old.
Uncle Dale made everything seem fun because he loved to laugh and with his love
for cars I think I enjoyed him even more, being a "tomboy" and thinking he was so
awesome for building race cars. I think he enjoyed having a great niece that liked to
get her hands greasy. I remember when I was young, I would tell people I wanted to
be a race car driver and a hairdresser when I grew up. He is the only reason I can
think of that caused me to love the races and cars. While miles separated us, every
visit in their home brings fond memories. It has been a privilege knowing this man
and to call him "Uncle" for more than 56 years. He cared about others and made
sure you left his presence with a smile and some laughter.
See you on the other side Uncle Dale...according to the Scriptures it will be but a
blink of the eye in time from your view now!! Philippians 1:3 "...I thank my God upon
every remembrance of you."
Love, Rhonda and Billy Buckingham

Rhonda Willbanks Buckingham - June 02, 2016 at 12:35 PM

“

Although I was a child back when Mr Ohley and my Dad (Jack Gardner) were
building a dirt track race car to race at the fair grounds in Hutchinson, I do remember
him as a very nice quiet man. RIP
Laura

Laura Julian - June 02, 2016 at 09:03 AM

