Louis Neelly
July 12, 1936 - October 9, 2012

Pratt, KS Gene L. Neelly, 76, died Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at Pratt Regional Medical
Center in Pratt, Kansas. He was born July 12, 1936 in Pawnee County, KS the son of
Archie & Helen (Carter) Neelly.
Gene has lived in Pratt for 18 years coming from Greensburg. He taught & coached
school at Claflin, Greensburg and Mullinville. After retirement he was a substitute teacher
at Pratt, Skyline, Haviland and Kiowa County High Schools, Southwest Elementary and
Pratt Junior High. He was a member of the First United Methodist Church in Pratt, the
BPOE Elks Lodge #1451 and Don’s Servateria “Breakfast Club”.
On June 25, 1994 he married Nancy (Thomas) Drosselmeyer at Pratt, KS. She survives.
Other survivors include a son Kurt Neelly of Bowling Green, KY, two daughters Cassie &
Troy Kirby of Greensburg, KS and Keri & Mark Shroyer of Hutchinson, KS, a step son
Tracy & Nancy Drosselmeyer of Wichita, KS, two step daughters Kiva & Scott Sanders of
Olathe, KS and Reesa Gilleece of Olathe, KS and Greg Gilleece of Pratt, two brothers
Charles Neelly of Mullinville, KS and Alan Neelly of Hutchinson and 15 grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his parents and two brothers Earl and Larry Neelly.
Cremation has taken place. Friends may sign the register book Saturday from 9:00 am –
5:00 pm and Sunday from 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm with family receiving friends from 2:00 –
4:00 at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Rd., Pratt, KS 67124. Memorial Service will
be Monday, October 15th at 10:30 am at the First United Methodist Church in Pratt with
Dr. Dan Ferguson presiding.
Memorials may be made to Kiowa County High School Athletic Department, 1st United
Methodist Church or Albert McFall Cancer Fund in care of the mortuary. Condolences may
be left at http://www.larrisonmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

Nancy, Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. We are so sorry for
your loss. Roger

Roger Coulter - October 14, 2012 at 12:36 PM

“

Mr Neelly was one of my favorites. He was a great coach and teacher who will surely
be missed by all.
This summer, when I was trying to figure out what to do with the hot chili peppers in
my garden, Mr Neelly was the first person who came to mind. He always had strings
of huge chili peppers drying in room. My dad also reminded me of Mr Neelly's
tradition of betting for pencils. I can't remember what we would bet on, but I do
remember having to bring the perfect pencil to SS class.

Paula "Shaw" Wicklund - October 12, 2012 at 12:17 PM

“

Was saddened to read about Gene's death. I got to know him while I was teaching &
coaching at Minneola. He was a good coach, good man, good friend! He was one of
the "good guys". When it came to coaching, he was in it for the right reason - helping
and influencing kids. My deepest sympathy.

Don Rynerson - October 11, 2012 at 08:32 PM

“

Coach Neelly, you instilled in me the drive to be the best. You gave me chances that
others may not have. I will NEVER forget the lessons taught and the hard lessons
learned. I am better because you never excepted less. Thank you and God Bless
you.

1SG Christopher Noell - October 11, 2012 at 11:34 AM

“

You can be very proud of Gene. He was a nice good man. Always enjoyed going out
to the Neelly's place south of Haviland. DC.

Duane & Floriene Carter - October 11, 2012 at 11:14 AM

“

So sorry to learn of Gene's passing. He was such a joy to all who knew him and the
world was a better place for many because of his efforts. Nancy and family, you are
in our thoughts and prayers at this difficult time. May you gain comfort in knowing his
pain is gone and he is resting in the arms of his lord and savior. God Bless.

Glenda and Dennis Swiantek - October 11, 2012 at 09:14 AM

“

My heart is heavy at the news of Mr. Neelly's passing. I consider myself very blessed
having known him. He had a way of making each of his students feel important and
valued, and always brought a smile to our faces. He was an incredible teacher and
was always there when I was in need of guidance or encouragement. He impacted
my life with his kindness and generosity, his humor and zest for life. The world was a
better place with him in it, and he will be greatly missed.

Jamie Kemp Neumann - October 11, 2012 at 01:24 AM

“

I had a phone call this morning from a friend letting me know that Gene had passed
away this morning. I was so sorry to hear this. I knew him when I was living in
Mullinville and worked at the school there. He was a great man. My sympathy to his
wife and family and may God Bless you through the sadness of your loss. He will be
greatly missed.

Karen Rader - October 10, 2012 at 11:11 PM

“

Sad to hear of Mr. Neelly's death. He was an encourager when I had little of that
while in school in Greensburg. Blessings to Keri, Cassie, Kurt and all.

Karen Beck Busselman - October 10, 2012 at 09:50 PM

“

My prayers and condolences go out to the family.

Amanda Stevens - October 10, 2012 at 08:32 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies Dennis, Haley, Shelby & Kari FitzSimmons

Haley FitzSimmons - October 10, 2012 at 05:33 PM

