Kendell Ray Warren
August 11, 1942 - February 15, 2016

Williamsburg, VA – Kendell Ray Warren, 73, passed away February 15, 2016 in
Williamsburg, Virginia. He was born August 11, 1942 in Hardtner, Kansas, the son of
Wendell Ray and Margaret Ellen (Wheeler) Warren. On October 14, 1960 he married
Robin Lynn (McElyea) Warren. She survives.
Kendell was a pharmaceutical salesman for Hoffman LaRoche for 38 years in Wichita,
Kansas. He was a man of many interests. Three of his passions were American history,
Kansas Jayhawk basketball, and soccer. Kendell was an avid reader, with a personal
library of nearly 3,000 books. He loved to tour Civil War battlefields and historic homes,
attend historical lectures, and visit Virginia wineries. Kendell loved nothing more than to
watch his beloved Jayhawks with his family and attended many games at Allen Field
House and other arenas across the country. He was the coach of the Magic Mist Soccer
Club and at Goddard High School where he won a state championship in 1992. Kendell
coached hundreds of young men to not only play the beautiful game, but also to become
men of integrity, honesty, and responsibility.
Kendell moved to Williamsburg from Wichita, Kansas in 2003. He was a member of
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church, a previous Shriner, a member of the Virginia Historical
Society, participated in numerous Civil War Round Tables in Williamsburg and Richmond
and was an active member of Colonial Williamsburg.
Above all, Kendell’s greatest passion was his family. A true patriarch, he provided support
and advice, was always quick to laugh, and had an irresistible presence in the lives of
those fortunate enough to know him. Whether discussing history and politics with his
children, playing games with his grandchildren, or sneaking a hug from his wife, Kendell’s
capacity for love never reached a maximum.
Survivors in addition to his wife, Robin, include: 2 sons, Kendell (Angelina) Warren of
Petersburg, VA and Christopher (Jennifer) Warren of Centreville, VA; 2 daughters, Tammy
(Steve) Evans of Birmingham, AL and Margaret Jo Dodd of De Soto, Kansas; 1 brother,

Johnny (Beverly) Warren of Oklahoma; and 10 grandchildren, Conner, Charisa and
Lindsay Dodd, Donovan and Dempsey Warren, Jake, Tess and Kenny Evans, and Abigail
and Pierce Warren.
He is preceded in death by his parents.
Viewing will be Saturday, February 20, 2016 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., with the Funeral
Service following at 2:00 p.m. at Lake City United Methodist Church, 113 E. Main St., Lake
City, KS 67034, with Kathy Webster presiding. Burial will follow at Lake City Cemetery,
Lake City, Kansas.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Civil War Trust in care of Larrison
Mortuary.

Comments

“

Kendall and I were close friends and neighbors during elementary school and later in
middle school when my parents moved back to Medicine Lodge. We played
basketball and football together on the 7th grade teams. I last saw him in January
1964 on my way to Pensacola, Florida for flight training with the US Navy. He was a
close friend and I'm sorry we never connected again later in life. He was a great
friend. Gerry Bragg, Silver Spring, Maryland

Gerry Bragg - April 02, 2016 at 09:19 AM

“

Dear Robin and Family,
We remember great times through the Presbyterian Church in Wichita, especially the
Super Bowl parties and then there was that great cruise to the Western Caribbean.
Finally reconnecting in VA. You are in our thoughts and prayers. So sorry for your
loss. Carolyn and Larry Bedford

Carolyn Bedford - February 23, 2016 at 10:23 AM

“

Dear Robin and Family,
I have known Kendell, literally, since we were babies. My parents, Bruce & Marie
Stockwell were with Kendall's parents in 1943 at Camp Roberts, Atascadero, CA. I
have a picture of Kendell and me (Vickie Stockwell) as babies on an outing during
that time. Our dads were preparing to be sent off to Europe to WWII. Later, I was in
Kendell's class all through school in Medicine Lodge. I have fond memories of
Kendell's antics.
My prayers go out to each of you as you part with your husband, father, grandfather.
God bless you.
Vickie Stockwell Keever (Scottsdale, AZ)

Vickie Stockwell Keever - February 20, 2016 at 03:37 AM

“

Robin, sorry to hear about Kendall -- you are in our thoughts & prayers.
Don & Nikki Banning

Ray Banning - February 19, 2016 at 05:17 PM

“

Dear Robin and Family: I was saddened to hear the news about Ken and send you
my very best wishes. Ken and I shared a lot of laughs and successes during our
working careers and he almost always had that great smile on his face. He will be
sadly missed and pleasantly remembered. God bless all of you.
Dan Wilson
Overland Park. KS

Dan Wilson - February 19, 2016 at 11:28 AM

“

I am saddened to hear of Ken's passing. He was so kind to me as a fresh-faced kid
out of college starting my first job with Roche. He was a mentor in so many ways and
his words and life lessons have stayed with me some 17 years later. Conversations
with Ken always including either his family or war history and his face would light up
at either of those 2 topics. My thoughts and prayers are with the Warren family.

Erica Voigt Stalter - February 19, 2016 at 10:00 AM

“

Coach,
I was sad to hear of the passing of Coach Warren. He was our 3rd soccer coach in 3
years at Goddard High School in the late 80’s. He was also our friend Kendell’s Dad.
Surely he would take it easy on Kendell’s friends… Right? No! Coach was tough as
nails, driven, motivating, innovative, caring, HONEST (brutally honest) and was able
to wring every ounce of talent and potential that each one of us high school kids had.
We won games because of him, but unbeknownst to me, his teachings went much
deeper. He was shaping young men through discipline, hard work and teamwork.
Many of us kids turned into men, men to Fathers, Fathers to Dads and many Dads to
Coaches. Damn good coaches. Passing on the passion for the game with a sharp
eye on using soccer as a tool to shape young boys and girls to do great things
outside of soccer. To this day I tell people that I’ve only had one TRUE coach, and
that was Coach Warren.
Coach, you will be greatly missed.
Craig Wurth
Class of ’90 Goddard High School

Craig Wurth - February 18, 2016 at 12:32 PM

“

Ken is a man I look up to and admire. A true leader with his family and the boys he
coached. He had a gift to lead and motivate. I loved playing soccer for Ken! We send
love to your family with thoughts and prayers over the next few days and weeks.

Matt Foster - February 18, 2016 at 11:17 AM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Kendell Ray Warren.

February 18, 2016 at 09:46 AM

“

My husband who also shares the love of soccer shared with me of Ken's passing. He
read it on a soccer page and shared with me the comments of past soccer players on
how he coached them not just about the sport but about becoming a man. I had the
opportunity to have Ken as a coach on a different field. He was my mentor in
pharmaceuticals with my first job in the industry at Roche. I learned so much from
him not just about the day to day Job, but important qualities that have made me the
person I am today. I will remember meeting him for the first time and discovering
what a small world it is that I went to school with his son, Chris. He joked that maybe
it was time to retire if he's working with someone the same age as his youngest son.
I'm still in the industry 18 years later. He will be missed, but his legacy lives on.

Stephanie Gonzales Bracy - February 18, 2016 at 08:58 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Ken's passing. Ken was my partner in my early days at
Roche. He was a wonderful mentor to me and other new representatives. Ken had
enormous respect not only from his colleagues in the industry but also from the
physicians and pharmacists he called on. His laugh was infectious and usually
accompanied by slapping someone on the shoulder. The stories he would tell of the
earlier days of pharmaceutical sales were amazing. Ken's first love, even before Civil
War History, was his family. He was so proud of Robin and his children. You all will
miss Ken so much. My world was a better place because I had the good fortune of
having Ken as a partner and a friend. May God provide comfort to the Warren family.
Kay Polson Blinn

Kay Blinn - February 18, 2016 at 08:38 AM

“

I was blessed to feel the love of your family. No doubting it, Kendell fulfilled purpose
in his life on earth. I understand your missing him will be from now on. But wow!
What a legacy he leaves behind. The legacy of his life and love will live forever,
passed down by those who knew of him through generations. That is powerful! And
you know that now he lives on in a place we all want to go when we are called. You
will grieve and be happy for him at the same time. But you won't be alone. You will be
shouldering the loss with loving and caring family and friends. In that time I pray you
feel peace. I am thinking of your family, Robin, and especially of you. You and
Kendell shared such an inspiring example of love and commitment. You set a good
example before your children. I know your children and grandchildren will be a
consoling reminder of Kendall and you will feel comfort in that. God Bless you all.
Carolyn West

Carolyn West - February 17, 2016 at 02:33 PM

