Kathryn Zink-Byrne
December 20, 1958 - January 28, 2013

SAN DIEGO, California- Kathryn Z. Byrne, formerly Kathryn L. Zink of Turon, Kansas, died
January 27th, 2013 at home after a year and a half battle against cancer. Born December
20th, 1958, she was the daughter of Grover and LuHelen Zink. Kathy was a nurse and
later an interior decorator, a fiercely devoted mother and wife, as well as a wonderful
friend. She is survived by her husband, Col Brennan Byrne, USMC of Severna Park,
Maryland and their two sons, Killian T. Byrne, a Marine Option Midshipman at the
University of Pittsburgh, and Sheehan M. Byrne, a senior at Fallbrook Union High School
in California, brothers, Gary & Kathy Zink, Tim & Dr. Lori Zink, Drew & Donna Zink. She
was preceded in death by her father, Grover and a brother Jon Brent. Kathy attended
Fairfield High School, graduating in 1976. She then received her Bachelor's Degree as an
RN from Fort Hays State University. She later worked as an open-heart/ intensive care
nurse for sixteen years. After meeting her husband in Hawaii in 1987- then a young
Marine Officer- Kathy set off on a wonderful life journey that touched the lives of
thousands in her dedication to friends, her family, and the families of Marines. While her
husband battled through the streets of Fallujah, Iraq with his battalion, 1/5, Kathy cared for
the wounded and attended fallen Marines' funerals, forging an unbreakable bond with all
whom she touched. She will be dearly missed by all who knew here. There will be a
funeral ceremony at Larrison Mortuary, Pratt, Kansas at 1000 on February 9th, followed by
a burial at the Old Neola Cemetery with a subsequent reception at the Turon Grade
School. Memorials may be made to Neola Cemetery in care of Larrison Mortuary. In lieu of
flowers, bequests can be made to Operation Help a Hero (http://www.operationhelpahero.
com), a non-profit organization that supports family members of American servicemen and
women. There will also be a subsequent memorial service at the Marine Corps School of I
nfantry chapel, Camp Pendleton, California on the 15th of February at 1030. For more info
rmation contact Brennan Byrne at brennantbyrne@aol.com.
Condolences may be left at http://www.larrisonmortuary.com
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Comments

“

I am sorry to hear of Kathy's passing. I will never forget her kindness, grace and
beauty she brought to all that knew her. She was the example that I still try to
emulate. I feel honored to have known her and shared good times and bad times with
her during our husbands deployment. She made everyone feel included and special.
Gerbera daisies will always remind me of her. She brought them to a lot of the wives'
functions, and they are like her -beautiful, happy and strong flowers.

Alyssa McFarling - March 14, 2013 at 10:09 AM

“

My family and I are saddened at the loss of such a great woman. She never ceased
to be sweet and loving to everyone she met. I cannot express how much her
friendship and support meant to me. I will forever hold her kindness in my heart and I
know that all the families she helped will do the same. My husband and I would like
to offer our support to the Col. and his sons in anything they need during this time. It
is what Kathryn did for us in our time of need. She will not be forgotten.

Mallisa Crapoff - March 12, 2013 at 10:53 AM

“

My heartfelt sympathies to Kathy's family at this difficult time. Kathy & I shared many
laughs during high school -- usually when we should have been singing! Though we
rarely saw each other after college, I always considered her a friend. Prayers of
comfort to you all.
Jane

Jane Deterding - February 22, 2013 at 11:33 AM

“

I am so saddened to hear of the news of Kathy's untimely passing. I was a friend and
classmate of hers in high school. The years had passed without any contact but my
memories of her and our friendship and many laughs together will stay with me
always. My deepest sympathy to each one of you, her dear family and loved ones.
What a life well lived in service to others. May God comfort you all in this time of
great sorrow. My prayers are with you all, Joni Jessup

Joni Ehling Jessup - February 11, 2013 at 07:22 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Byrne and Zink families.

Gail Holcomb, Bob Boyle & family - February 08, 2013 at 09:45 AM

“

Please accept Kay and my deepest sympathy for the loss of Kathy. Our prayers and
thoughts are with you at this trying time. As a Marine, I truly appreciate her dedication
in assisting wounded Marines and attending funerals of the brave men and women
who died in defense of this great country. Semper Fi

David and Kay Dipman - February 08, 2013 at 09:28 AM

“

To the Byrne/Smith families, we are so sad to learn of Kathy's death after such a long
battle with cancer. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. Darlene

Darlene Smith Samek - February 07, 2013 at 08:18 PM

