Franklin Lewis
May 27, 1933 - July 5, 2009

HAVILAND - Franklin Dale Lewis was born May 27, 1933 to Dorr and Opal Lewis in Ponca
City, Oklahoma. He was the fourth of ten children. He went to school at Oak View
Elementary, East Junior High and, graduated from Ponca City High School in 1951. While
at Ponca High, he was a reporter for the Future Farmers of America organization. After
graduating, Dale worked at Boeing Aircraft Corporation in Wichita, Kansas. After a year at
Boeing, Dale was drafted by the U.S. Army in June 1953. He served his tour of duty at
Fort Sill, OK as a machinist. He received his discharge in May 1955. Dale went back to
Boeing and Wichita. He worked for Boeing for ten years. Dale then went to work for
Continental Pipeline (Conoco) in Wood River, Illinois in 1963. While visiting Kansas, Dale
met the woman he was to eventually marry, Cledrey Del Hannan. They were married
August 26, 1955. Dale and his family lived in a number of states since 1955, including
Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Illinois, Michigan, Wyoming, Montana, Washington, Texas
and Louisiana. Dale’s work also took him to Dubai, Saudi Arabia and Milne Point, Alaska
where he worked as a construction superintendent on the pipeline. In 1979, the Lewis’
moved back to Ponca City and built a house near Lake Ponca, on land claimed by Dale’s
grandfather in the Oklahoma Land Rush. Dale retired from the pipeline in Kingfisher, OK in
1993. Dale and Cledrey moved to their farm in Kansas and raised cattle and wheat. Dale
and Cledrey are the parents of five, the grandparents of nine and the great grandparents
of two children. Their children are Cristy Harts of Haviland, KS; Greg Lewis of Chandler,
AZ; Kevin Lewis of Plains, KS; Doug Lewis of Oklahoma City, OK; and Janelle King of
Woodbury, Minnesota. Their grandchildren are Jeff Harts, Lindsay Logue, Nate Harts,
Jake Harts, Matthew Lewis, Craig Starks, Kyle Lewis, Kirby Lewis, and Cole Lerner-Lewis.
Their great grandchildren are Presli and Peyton Harts. Dale will be greeted in heaven by
his parents Dorr and Opal Lewis, In-laws Dude and Dot Hannan, two brothers Donald and
Garland Lewis, and a grandson Cody Lewis. Visitation will be Tuesday and Wednesday
from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt. Funeral Service
will be Thursday, July 9, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at the United Methodist Church in Haviland.
Burial will be in Boles Cemetery, Haviland, Kansas. In lieu of flowers, please consider
donating to South Wind Hospice in Pratt, KS or The Michael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Research in care of Larrison Mortuary, Pratt, KS. Condolences may be left at

www.larrisonmortuary.com.
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Comments

“

With a sad heart I send this letter to one of my consins in the Lewis/Watson family.
Dale was like a big brother to me since I had none of my own. My Dad, Roy used to
enjoy visits with Dale and his sons. Dale was a strong pride force in all the lives he
touched. Love, Cheryl Lee Parsons Hinds

Cheryl Parsons Hinds - July 11, 2009 at 06:47 PM

“

Dear Cledrey and Family, You have suffered a great lossl Dale was a most special
man. My remembrances of Dale include his dedication to Chevy Vegas, a receipt for
EVERY expenditure no matter how small and knowing I could depend on Dale to get
anything done he was asked. He holds a special place in my heart and will be
missed.

Larry & Laura Clynch - July 08, 2009 at 07:44 PM

“

Cledrey and family...I am so sorry to hear of Dale's passing....my thoughts and
prayers are with all of you. I so enjoyed working with Dale for many of his Pipe Line
years....he was always such a pleasure to visit with and always helped me out
whenever I needed information. When he found out I was a farm girl, we always
talked about the wheat crop and prices...I remember his retirement party--he seemed
to have a good time with all his family around him. I know you are all going to miss
him dearly and my heart goes out to you in sympathy....take care. Cheryl Bennett (I
worked in the Division Office in Ponca City)

Cheryl Bennett - July 08, 2009 at 04:55 PM

“

I first meet Dale in Medford, Oklahoma while working for Cherokee Pipe Line (
Conoco ) as one of my first supervisor’s to work under. Dale had one of the best
smiles with laughter, that I will never forget. The memories of Dale’s leadership and
support of learning a new job shall always be strong in my heart. Our condolences to
the Lewis family. . . .

Ron & Linda Webster - July 08, 2009 at 04:07 PM

“

Jean and I want to offer our condolences to Cledrey and the rest of the family. Dale
and I traveled similiar paths together working for Continental Pipeline. We both grew
up in Ponca City, attended and graduated from the same high school together and
are the same age. We even shared the same retirement date and grand party in
Tulsa in 1993.
Even though I haven't seen Dale in many years I still have many fond memories of
him. He was a professional in every since of the word. He was a tireless worker and
did whatever was necessary to get the job done. He had a wonderful sense of humor
and never met a stranger. Jean and I share of sense of loss and will always
remember our close association over the years
Max & Jean

Max & Jean Cobb - July 08, 2009 at 12:00 PM

“

Cledrey and Family - My deepest sympathy to you. He and Dick are already planning
a pipeline project in heaven. My prayers will be with you. Barbara Ashlock

Barbara Ashlock - July 08, 2009 at 12:41 AM

“

John I do not think we have seen each other since high school. I am very sorry that
you lost your brother Franklin. My wife Genny and I will have you and your family in
our prayers. If you come through Wichita please give me a call. Terry Forcum 11515
E. Tipperary Wichita, KS. 67207 319.990.9902 mobile 316.651.0902 home & office

Terry Forcum - July 07, 2009 at 11:51 PM

“

I have known Dale for several years and enjoyed working with him on various
Conoco projects. I am sorry to hear of his passing. My condolences to the family.

Lynn Luker - July 07, 2009 at 05:32 PM

“

We would like to thank you for giving us the chance to meet such a fine,strong man.
He has placed memories in our heart that will never be forgotten. With our deapest
condolences to your family. You're all in our prayers Dona, Gene, Shyanne, Jake,
and Travis Kessler DJ & Jessica Reta

Dona Kessler - July 07, 2009 at 01:14 PM

“

Carla Walker - July 07, 2009 at 12:32 AM

“

We share your loss. In the small amount of time that our families have merged, we
enjoyed time spent with your dad/grandpa/uncle. You are in our prayers. Please hold
on to the wonderful memories of earlier days. He is catching up with all his family in
heaven! Your friends, Wesley and Cindy

Wesley and Cindy Logue - July 06, 2009 at 07:49 PM

“

Hi...We send our deepest sympathy to your whole family~~please also give Cledrey
a hug!
With much love and many prayers, Ron & Brenda Austin, Misty & Jackson Andrew &
Megan

The Piesters - July 06, 2009 at 01:44 PM

