Danny Eugene Justice
October 2, 1937 - March 29, 2017

Danny Eugene Justice, 79, passed away Wednesday, March 29, 2017 in Baldwin City. He
was born October 2, 1937 in Dodge City to Doral E. and Alma Irene (Arnold) Justice. On
August 2, 1959, he married Betty Lou (Plumb) Justice in Pratt.
Danny graduated from Emporia State University with his Masters Degree in Education. He
was a math and physical education teacher as well as a High School basketball coach. He
was at Hutchinson High School for more than 40 years and won state 2 years in a row,
both 1974 and 1975. In 1976 he was a summer Olympics coach. He started Fellowship of
Christian Athletes at 4 high schools that he taught in. He was a sports fanatic and enjoyed
outdoor activities.
He is survived by his wife, Betty; are four daughters, Alrena (John) Hostetler of Dallas,
Texas, Brenda (Mark) Willmore of Baldwin City, Cindy (Todd) Hughes of Olathe and Danell
(Brian) Butell of Baldwin City; 12 granchildren, Nichole Pace, Keith Hostetler, Holden
Hostetler, Jordan Hostetler, Marcus Willmore, Madeline Doerhoff, Matthew Willmore,
Brittian Regehr, Cory Hughes, Addison Hughes, Bridan Butell and Briley Butell; 3 great
grandchildren; step-mother, Eleanor Justice of Pratt; and step-sister, Cheryl Daly of
Annandale, VA. He is preceded in death by his parents.
Friends may sign the book Sunday 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300
Country Club Rd, Pratt. Visitation with family present will be Sunday 6-7 p.m. at Park
Place Christian Church, Hutchinson. Funeral service will be 1:00 p.m., Monday, April 3,
2017 at the Park Place Christian Church, 2600 N. Adams St, Hutchinson with Pastor
David Dubovich presiding. Graveside Service will follow at 3:30 p.m at Greenlawn
Cemetery, Pratt.
Memorials may be made to Kindred Hospice or American Heart Association in care of the
mortuary.
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Comments

“

Dear Betty and all the Justice family and friends,
I wanted to extend my deepest condolences to you and your family. This is such a
difficult time and a time of grieving and reflection on Danny's life and all he meant to
your family, but he is finally at Home and at peace in God's loving arms. I so wish I
could have come to pay my respects, but know you are in my thoughts and prayers.
With Sincere Sympathy,
Valerie Hubbell

Valerie D Hubbell - April 04, 2017 at 09:03 AM

“

Betty, Renny, Brenda, Cindy, Danell, and the Justice Family: I'm so sorry for your
loss. Your husband, your father, and my coach was such a good man - one that I
inspire to be. He mentored and influenced so many people (particularly young men)
and left this world a better place. Basketball became such an important part of my
life, and Coach Justice was instrumental in my growth and passion; to work hard,
prepare to be successful, and go out and execute to the best of my ability
(basketball, school work, career, etc.). Spiritually, he confirmed my believe in the
Lord as we said a prayer before and after every game. My heart aches and my eyes
fill with tears as I remember the one of the most important people in my life. I pray
that the Lord gives you comfort.
Rest in peace Coach!!
Gary DeShazer
Class of '79

Gary DeShazer - April 03, 2017 at 11:40 AM

“

At a young age, school activities, sports involvement and relationships remain etched
in memory for the long haul. For me, my time with Coach Justice was from the fall of
'71 to the spring of '74 at Hutch High, culminating in a basketball state championship
in March of that year. He was more than just 'coach', he was as a mentor, even a
father. He would call us together before practice, where we would lay sprawled on
the floor in the west end of the boys gym, where he would run through the usual
litany of basketball related things, but interspersed sometimes were brief lessons and
exhortations about life. It was evident that he cared to mold young men and prepare
them for the adult world....basketball was just part of the mission. Of course there
were so many other vivid, wonderful memories....besides the state title, three of them
come to mind - Coach giving me a ride home after a road game, the entire time
providing encouragement, sounding like a father... or the time on the bench when he
kneeled and said to me ' good job son' when I had a late second half scoring surge in
a road game at El Dorado as a sophomore, and nothing could top the summer
before my senior year in '73 when he took us to FCA camp in Colorado, where I
accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. It brings tears to my eyes remembering
that he loved us enough to move us toward finding the answer to our eternity. As for
the State championship? So much to say, but really about all three of those years of
young life lived.... perhaps the following is the perfect summation at the end of that
time - the look on his face after we won the title game in March '74 , where he
marched through the entrance of the Savute restaurant, beaming from ear to ear as if
in a euphoric haze, the salt hawk faithful there providing a rousing standing ovation.
So...thank you, Coach, for all the memories, for being there in those vital years, you
were our very fine basketball coach but in the end.....much more than that. Its a very
sad day, some tears shed, but I'll cherish in my heart the time spent with you always.
Rest in Peace. Condolences to the family, thank you for the photos.
Fred W Baker

Fred Baker - April 02, 2017 at 07:34 PM

“

Betty, I extend my sincere sympathy to you and your family. May God give you
strength during this difficult time. I remember you when you attended St. John High
School, and my sister, Carol Scheib Bird was a classmate of yours. Sending prayers
for you. Sincerely, Amy (Scheib) Dudrey

Amy (Scheib) Dudrey - April 02, 2017 at 04:48 PM

“

John, Renny and family, we are truly sorry for your loss. We are thinking of you all
and praying for you during this sad and difficult time. May you all find comfort in your
precious memories. He will always be your guardian angel and live on in your hearts
forever.
With our very deepest sympathy,
Jordan & April Sandifer

April Sandifer - March 31, 2017 at 01:04 PM

“

50 files added to the album LifeTributes

Larrison Family Mortuaries - March 31, 2017 at 07:15 AM

“

Betty, Danielle and the rest of the family... Loved your dad! I had such a great 5 years
with him at Hutch High. Drove and scorekeeper for his Bball teams and taught
together. Oh those were some of my favorite times in education. He was only one of
2 people ( the other being Kiki) that I let call me Pat. I never minded him calling me
that. Love to all of you and my sincere sympathy but what wonderful memories we all
have of this great guy!!

Patty Ruzich - March 30, 2017 at 11:32 PM

“

Although, I only had the opportunity to work with Coach Justice 3 years, he helped
me a lot in my first head coaching opportunity. Our condolences to the family and
deep faith that he is in a better place and notched another victory.
Merle and Cheryl Sharick

Merle Sharick - March 30, 2017 at 08:35 PM

“

Thanks to Coach Justice for his leadership and mentorship! He was an inspiration to
me as a coach, teacher, and leader of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Because
of his leadership I have had a wonderful career as a teacher and coach. May God
give you all His comfort and peace during this time.

Bob - March 30, 2017 at 07:19 PM

“

Thanks for the years if coaching us from 1969-1972. The Jeffrey A. Roberts family
send our condolences to the Justice family. May the Lord Almighty creator of the
heavens and earth and all living things and the father of Jesus Christ our holy savior
comfort you in your time of sorrow and grief for the loss of a loved one. Keep the faith
and believe in your family.

Jeffrey Allan Roberts - March 30, 2017 at 06:24 PM

“

Thinking of and praying for you all. Love the Carls (Breck & David)

breck Carl - March 30, 2017 at 04:36 PM

“

May the beautiful memories of him help to ease your pain.
Brian & Jenny Anderson

Jenny Anderson - March 30, 2017 at 11:46 AM

“

The Charles Hill, Sr. family sends their condolences to the Justice family. Coach J,
you will surely be missed. Thank you for all the things you did for us to make us
better basketball players, but more importantly, a better person.

Charles - March 30, 2017 at 03:47 AM

“

He was a great person and a great coach. He was great husband,great father and
grandfather!
Bobby Vargas - March 31, 2017 at 01:35 PM

