Dale O'Neal McFarland
July 21, 1940 - January 24, 2015

Dale O’Neal McFarland, 74, of Pratt died Saturday, January 24, 2015 at South Wind
Hospice in Pratt. He was born in Independence, Missouri on July 21, 1940 the son of Dale
McFarland and Dorothy (Stotler) McFarland. Dale graduated from Northwestern State
College in Alva, Oklahoma with a BS Degree in Business Administration. On December
24, 1965 he married Marilyn Wilson of Colby, Kansas. She survives.
Dale worked as an investigator for Equifax Credit Company and was elected sheriff of
Thomas County in 1977 and served one term. In 1981 he moved to Pratt and worked as
undersheriff for the late Ray McGuire for 10 years. In 1991 Dale became a Court Service
Officer until his retirement in September of 2012. Dale always said the one goal he had
was to make other people’s lives better.
Dale was a member of the First Christian Church of Pratt.
Surviving in addition to his wife Marilyn are four children Kirk (Rhonda) McFarland of
Longview, Texas, Kelly (LeAnne) McFarland of Fruita, Colorado, Darrin (Cindi) McFarland
of Coffeyville, Kansas and Danelle (Dan) Melson of Wilson, Kansas; 8 grandchildren and
6 great grandchildren and one brother Lawrence (Grace) Austin Texas. Dale was
preceded in death by his parents Dale and Dorothy McFarland.
Visitation will be on Monday and Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., at Larrison
Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt, KS 67124. Funeral Services will be held on
Wednesday, January 28, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.at Larrison Mortuary in Pratt, with Rev. Robin
Colerick-Shinkle presiding. Burial will be in Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt, KS.
Memorials may be made to South Wind Hospice or the First Christian Church in care of
the mortuary.

Comments

“

Dale was my precious father-in-law. The one thing I wanted to share that I would
miss hearing (as I'm sure anyone who reads this can relate) was his reply when
asked how he was doing is....."better now that YOU'RE here". :0)
Cindi McFarland

Cindi McFarland - January 29, 2015 at 09:24 PM

“

Shawna Kiley lit a candle in memory of Dale O'Neal McFarland

Shawna Kiley - January 28, 2015 at 05:06 PM

“

Dale and I worked together from 96 through his retirement, but I also knew Dale
during my teenage years as his son Darrin and I were the same age. Dale was
always willing to help take the pressure off at work, whether it be through some form
of entertainment or by doing work that was well below his pay grade to help us get
caught up in the Clerk's office. Dale was always one of my biggest supporters and
always did his best to make sure everything was okay in my world. And he always
made my daughter Katie who grew up with my courthouse crew feel special too. I
miss him terribly. The world was definitely a better place with him in it. Love you
Marilyn, and I hope you find peace.
Shawna Kiley

Shawna Kiley - January 28, 2015 at 05:03 PM

“

I also worked with Dale in the District Court Office. I have known him ever since he,
Marilyn and the kids moved to Pratt. His son Darrin and my daughter Jana were
classmates. My son Jason kind of grew up in the court system. He was 1 when I
went to work there and he was always going to see Dale. I was so glad when he was
able to retire but so sad he wasn't able to enjoy it. I also retired last month and
missed him at my retirement party. He was so much fun to work with. He always had
a smile on his face and something good to say to you. I pray for God's blessings on
you Marilyn and your family. Dale will certainly be missed. Johnna Roberts

Johnna Roberts - January 26, 2015 at 09:40 PM

“

Marilyn and family: My condolences on the loss of Dale.. I probably won't get in to
sign the book as I am sorta homebound right now. Anyhow my deepest sympathies.
Clyde Phelps

Clyde Phelps - January 26, 2015 at 03:12 PM

“

John and I certainly remember Dale. He was one of the fairest bosses John ever
worked for. We got married while John was night deputy for Dale and he was kind in
putting John on shifts...working some days and some nights. Meant so much to a
newly married couple. I worked in the clerk's office and always enjoyed Dale when
he came over. This was all in Thomas County. Prayers and hugs to the family. May
your memories sustain you through the days ahead. Jeanene and John Lee

Jeanene Lee - January 26, 2015 at 01:14 PM

“

Dick and Angie Rosebrough send their prayers to Marilyn and children. I was Dale's
Undersheriff during his term as Sheriff of Thomas County, and he was one of two of
the finest men I ever worked for, the other one was my Father, so Dale really did rate
very high up on my list of very fine people. So very sorry to hear of his passing.

Dick Rosebrough - January 26, 2015 at 10:17 AM

“

We worked with Dale when he was sheriff in Thomas County. He was always great to
work with. I spent some time visiting with him in Pratt a couple years ago and we
shared some "old" memories. Our sympathy to Marilyn and the rest of the family.
Dennis ( Brownie ) and Loretta Brown

Dennis Brown - January 26, 2015 at 09:18 AM

“

Dale was my father in law's best friend. Dale's wife Marilynn is such a dear lady. We
will miss his quick whit and humor.

Kathy and Ivan Smith - January 26, 2015 at 09:16 AM

“

Marilyn our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. I have many fond
memories of Dale. Learned so much from him. He was such a sweetheart and he will
be missed so much. Love you all.
Debbie Hearn and Dovie Monroe

Debbie Hearn - January 26, 2015 at 08:54 AM

“

Kathy Harvey lit a candle in memory of Dale O'Neal McFarland

Kathy Harvey - January 25, 2015 at 09:06 PM

“

My prayers and sympathy go out to Marilyn and the family. Dale was a very special
person, and I was privilegded to know him, work with him and learn from him. I will
miss him but I am thankful that he was my mentor, friend and inspiration. He
brightened my day, was with me for many of my life's ups and downs and the office
was not the same without his smile. He taught me so much about life, how to be a
good Court Service Officer, took care of me, listened to me, guided me through life's
turmoils, and brought a joy to work. Dale was a true investigator,his clients respected
him, his co-workers loved him and law enforcement, attorneys, and judges valued
him. NO ONE WILL ever replace him.
Kathy Harvey

Kathy Harvey - January 25, 2015 at 08:59 PM

“

I worked for the District Court on the 4th floor. Dales office was across the hall from
mine. We could hear him singing the theme song from Have Gun Will Travel. He was
just a joy to work with. Did you know his nickname was Bird Dog because he could
track and fine information on anyone. There was a picture of a bird dog over his
office door. I'm so glad I was able to know Dale he was a sweetheart and will be
miss.

Pat Payne - January 25, 2015 at 04:55 PM

“

I have so many good memories of Dale I'm not sure where to start. Our time working
together spanned many years. I loved his sense of humor and he always had a great
attitude. He was our "Bird Dog" as Judge Schmisseur affectionately named him, because
he could track down anybody's criminal history. I frequently asked Dale for help on names
and other information on individuals. Our son Gabe, who is a parole/probation officer in
Oklahoma even would call Dale when he needed information. I am saddened that he didn't
get to enjoy his retirement as he should have, but I am praising God that he is not suffering
any more and that he is sitting at the feet of Jesus. My love goes out to Marilyn and the
family. Thank you, Dale, for all the great memories!!!!!
Tami Morse - January 25, 2015 at 07:13 PM

“

Our prayers are with you. Dale was a wonderful co-worker and could always make me
laugh. He was a good "bird dog" and did know where to go and who to ask on most
anything. I am so sorry he didn't have a more enjoyable retirement. He worked hard and
did his job well. We won't be able to come to Kansas for the memorial service....but our
thoughts and prayers are with your family. Barb & Jerry Hildebrand
Barbara Hildebrand - January 26, 2015 at 09:50 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of Dale's illness and passing. Paul served as a reserve office under
him while he was sheriff in Colby, and I remember him and had contact with him as well
because of my position as the court reporter. Nothing but kind words and fond memories.
Our condolences. Paul and Marilyn Bailey
Marilyn Bailey - January 28, 2015 at 10:04 PM

