Charlene Larson
July 24, 1931 - November 26, 2014

Charlene Gant Larson passed away peacefully with her family by her side on Wednesday,
November 26, 2014. She was 83 years young.
Charlene was born on July 24, 1931 to Charles (Charlie) Gant and Mildred Suhler Gant.
She was born and raised west of Medicine Lodge in the Forest City community. Her
favorite pastime was riding horses and mules with her family. She and her brother Gaylord
would bring the rumuda from the mule pasture to the corrals at the river place. Included in
the group were over 70 draft mares. Charlene said the roar of the horses and mules hitting
the river on a dead run was like nothing you have ever heard.
Charlene met the love of her life at Kansas State College (now Kansas State University)
as a mere freshman. She married Bob on August 26, 1951 and they finished their degrees
and then moved to Chicago where Bob was in the U.S. Army. Later they moved to
Charlene’s birth place in Barber county and started farming and ranching the same land
she grew up on.
After many years of co-farming and ranching Charlene decided to take a position teaching
vocational home economics at Medicine Lodge High School. Charlene was also a full
partner in the Gyp Hills Trail Rides. Her 30 years spent loving the students and the trail
riders was very evident while she was a resident of the Medicine Lodge Long Term Care
facility. Many of her former students and trail riders worked there and took such loving
care of her. Her family will be eternally grateful for their acts of kindness.
Charlene is survived by her husband Bob of Medicine Lodge, daughter Charyl Zier (Mark)
of Salina, son Robert Larson (Karen) of Medicine Lodge. Grandchildren Justin Culver
(Ryan) of Goddard, Mica Zier of Kansas City, Missouri, Dacy Woods (Wade) of Medicine
Lodge, Megan Shinliver (Chris) of Medicine Lodge, and Clint Zier (Katie) of Stilwell. Great
grandkids include Hadley and Mackenzie Woods, Emery, Grant, and Avery Shinliver, Mya
Culver, and Kellan Zier.

Funeral services will be Saturday, November 29, 2014 at 1:30 at the United Methodist
Church in Medicine Lodge, where Charlene was a long time faithful member. The family
requests casual attire at the funeral. In lieu of flowers the family requests memorials to the
Medicine Lodge High School College Scholarship fund, Medicine Lodge Memorial
Hospital furniture fund, or the United Methodist Church. Arrangements are under the
direction of Larrison Funeral Home, Medicine Lodge.

Comments

“

I just saw this obituary and was saddened. Back in the the early 90s we attended the
Gyp Hills trail rides and remember both Bob and Charlene so well. So very sorry to
hear of her passing. Our condolences to thgo family. Many happy memories of the
Gant Larson Ranch. We hope to come back and ride there again soon. My heart
breaks for Bob and all the family members.

Susan and Mike Davis - January 06, 2018 at 03:31 PM

“

Wonderful memories of Charlene are so vivid in our minds. Memories of a great
teacher who built relationships with her students. Some make us laugh and others
are of a great neighbor.
Our sympathies to the family,
Steve and Roxy Cline

Roxane Cline - November 30, 2014 at 09:37 AM

“

I was very sad to hear about Mrs. Larsons passing. She was a wonderful home ec
teacher. She was a great woman and I always looked up to her. My thoughts and
prayers are with her family. Brenda Voth

Brenda Voth - November 29, 2014 at 11:03 AM

“

I had Charlene as a home ec teacher in high school and she was one of my
favorites. So sorry to hear of her passing. My thoughts are with the family at this
time. Brenda Swayden

brenda swayden - November 28, 2014 at 12:11 PM

