Barbara Ruth Shinkle
May 22, 1931 - December 8, 2019

Barbara Ruth Shinkle, 88, passed away Sunday, December 8, 2019, at Pratt Regional
Medical Center. She was born May 22, 1931, in Independence, the daughter of Harley
and Inez (Swearingen) Duryea. On May 27, 1951, she married Dale M. Shinkle at First
United Methodist Church in Longton, Kansas. He preceded her in death on March 15,
1993.
Barbara earned her Bachelors of Education from Emporia State University and her
Masters from Northwestern Oklahoma State University. She taught Elementary School in
Paola until they moved to Pratt in January 1953 where they owned the Dairy Queen. In
the late 1960’s they sold Dairy Queen and she went back to teaching at North Elementary
School for a couple years and then taught Kindergarten (Pooh Corner) at Haskins
Elementary school for many years until she retired. She was a member of First United
Methodist Church, Pratt, Chancel choir, Wednesday Morning Prayer Group, American
Association of University Women, Delta Kappa Gamma, Rotary Club, Chapter IF PEO,
Pratt Association of Retired School Personel, Pratt Music Club, Distaff Investment Club,
Naomi Guild of United Methodist Women and the advisory boards for South Wind Hospice
and Community Concert. Barbara volunteered at Pratt Regional Medical Center and
Vernon Filley Art Museum.
She is survived by her son, Dr. Harlan (Janet) Shinkle of Pratt; brother, Rex (Bonnie)
Duryea of El Dorado; sister, Jeanette Spilman of Longton; grandchildren, Rhea, Ryan
(Chelsea) and Kiley Shinkle, and Leah (Daniel) Livingston; and 4 great grandchildren.
She is preceded in death by her parents; husband, Dale; son, Kevin Shinkle; and brothers,
Duane and James Duryea.
Cremation has taken place. A Memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m., Tuesday,
December 17, 2019, at First United Methodist Church, Pratt with Reverend Marvin Ewertt
presiding.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to First United Methodist Church, Pratt Public
School Foundation or Vernon Filley Art Museum in care of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country
Club Rd, Pratt, KS 67124.

Comments

“

What an AMAZING women she was! My memory of Pooh Corner will forever be one
of my earliest and best memories!

DesireeBlackman - December 18, 2019 at 08:21 AM

“

Chelsy Rose lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Chelsy Rose - December 17, 2019 at 02:53 PM

“

No one could find a more supportive friend than my dear friend Barbara Shinkle. I
loved her deeply, as she stood by me through some very difficult times in my lifealways with a smile; and, of course the words - "It will be all right!" I cherish the many
times I met with Barbara in my home or hers. We had a card game foursome with
Jack Ewing, Dorotha Giannangelo, Barbara, and myself. We celebrated birthdays,
special events, backyard barbeques, walks, and more. Jack once said to me, "We
cannot do any better than spending time with these very wise ladies." I could not
agree with him more. Your family has my prayers and my heart-felt sympathy. I feel
as though I lost a family member as well though I realize she is not blood family. She
has always been a dear sister in Christ to me. It is surreal to me that she was gone
so quickly from us. She had me over for dinner on Friday evening before the Sunday
she became ill and went to the ER. She was all smiles.We all tried to get her to sit
down and relax. But, she was so happy that evening; and we enjoyed every minute
with her. I am so glad that I was able to make that happen that evening, not realizing
it would be our last time together. Her sweetness will walk with me always.Heaven
became a brighter place when she arrived, if that could even be possible. You are all
in my thoughts and prayers, Sheryl White

Sheryl White - December 16, 2019 at 08:54 PM

“

Barbara Shinkle (Mrs. Kindergarten) was our first son's teacher, and eight years later
we hand-picked her for our second son. She gave them a great foundation for
education--All I needed to know, I learned in kindergarten. What a joyful place was
Pooh Corner! When the children made mistakes, she encouraged them with "You'll
do better next time." And they did. We loved seeing her at her induction into the
Teachers Hall of Fame and were privileged to give her a little Pooh bear along with
our continuing love and respect. Having her in our lives all these years (since 1977)
has been a joy. She was a teacher with a capital T and a blessing with a capital B.
Love and prayers, Sharon and Tommy Grice, Dodge City

Sharon and Tommy Grice - December 15, 2019 at 04:58 PM

“

Barbara always had a smile for everyone. I worked with her at PRMC. I never saw
her without one.

Christina Levering - December 13, 2019 at 07:00 PM

“

Heath Hensley lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Heath Hensley - December 12, 2019 at 01:15 PM

“

Jana Petty lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Jana Petty - December 12, 2019 at 07:08 AM

“

Barbara had the most loving and giving heart for others. If there was a need to be
met, she stepped up. I got to know Barbara when I was Volunteer Coordinator at
PRMC. She was such a dedicated volunteer and I could always count on her to fill in
at the last minute, serve on a committee, and doing the monthly "Ladies Tea", at
PRRC. She visited our patients and brought a smile and hope to them. There is so
much more I could say, but I will just say it was such a privilege to be associated with
her. She leaves a large void as she was so active in many organizations.
If any of you were blessed to have Barbara as your teacher, know that you had the
best of the best! She loved each and every student and would go above and beyond
to leave no child behind.
John and I send Barbaras family our heartfelt condolences, and may every tribute
you receive, bring a smille to your face and warm your heart. .

Francie & John Hattabaugh - December 10, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

I don't have a particular story, but I will so miss the way she always smiled and was
always genuinely happy to see you. I still recall peeking through the DQ window and
seeing that sweet smile. Lemon Mr Misty.

Jocelyn Kennedy - December 10, 2019 at 03:12 PM

“

Mrs Shinkle told me I could call her Barbara but I always felt that I needed to call her
Mrs Shinkle, out of love and respect. Her thoughtfulness and kindness spilled out
and over into everyone's lives that she touched. I was very blessed, to have my
daughter scooped up, in her warm and loving arms, for more than the last decade.
She encouraged Ryan, her grandson and her, to pursue their education, guided them
in life's decisions, encouraged them in difficult times and celebrated with them over
thier accomplishments during happy times. She was such a loving grandma beyond
compare and was a beacon of kindness and love. Thank you Mrs Shinkle for sharing
yourself with Chelsey and I'm
so proud to call her Mrs Shinkle now. Bless you and rest in peace Mam!

Mary Lou Frisbie - December 09, 2019 at 10:06 PM

“

Heather Jones-Morgan lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Heather Jones-Morgan - December 09, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

She will be greatly missed! She was an awesome teacher and a very active
community member!

Kristi Gamblin Snow - December 09, 2019 at 07:55 PM

“

Jacquita Bates lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Jacquita Bates - December 09, 2019 at 05:49 PM

“

People and particularly children know when someone loves them. She was a female
Mr. Rogers! Thank you Barbara for always being kind and sharing your love of life!

Judith White - December 09, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

Barb Lindsey lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Barb Lindsey - December 09, 2019 at 02:26 PM

“

Barbara was such a kind, thoughtful supporter when I became superintendent. She
sent me a bouquet of flowers to congratulate me. Later on, during my first and
second years, I would receive a card of encouragement and support. I did tell her
how much I appreciated her thoughtfulness. The cards always came at a time when
her support gave me a boost. I vowed that I would do the same for someone else
and pass the kindness forward. She was a gem!

Suzan Patton - December 09, 2019 at 01:02 PM

“

Barbara was my son's first teacher and she was so patient, positive, and loving with
him. I will never forget her and her beautiful, kind smile. I saw her out walking often,
and around town, and she was even there when my mom was in hospice. She
always wore that beautiful smile! She will be missed!

Roxie Anders - December 09, 2019 at 12:53 PM

“

Denise Dover lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Denise Dover - December 09, 2019 at 12:30 PM

“

Bill Robbins lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Bill Robbins - December 09, 2019 at 11:24 AM

“

Karen Long lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Karen Long - December 09, 2019 at 10:45 AM

“

Barbara—Mrs. Shinkle—was a model for all a teacher should be. She gave every
child a feeling of worth, always encouraging and loving. I have a strong feeling that
Barbara is personally responsible for the life successes of more children than we’ll
ever know. I fully expect that she’ll establish a classroom in the next world once she
settles in!
Donna Gurss

Donna Gurss - December 09, 2019 at 10:18 AM

“

I was so very exited to start kindergarten and she would be my teacher. But she
wasn’t that year she moved to first grade. So when first grade rolled around I would
get to have her. No she went back to kindergarten. I will never forget that. But she
always made me feel like I was in her class. She knew me every time she would see
me in later years. It was always a joy to see her smiling face.

Dee Weber - December 09, 2019 at 09:15 AM

“

Luana Renville lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Luana Renville - December 09, 2019 at 09:05 AM

“

Jeanie Armstrong lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Jeanie Armstrong - December 09, 2019 at 08:01 AM

“

Mrs. Shinkle is a legend for sure! I’ve always had great respect and thankfulness for
her beautiful soul. She was my brother’s kindergarten teacher and her heart was felt
everywhere all down that kindergarten hallway. I didn’t get to be in her kindergarten
class but she knew me and always made me feel important and loved. I can still see
her with her yellow pencil on her ear. I’ve had the privilege to teach kindergarten
myself, and any teacher who knew Mrs. Shinkle has her in their heart, I’m sure!

Andrea Miller - December 09, 2019 at 07:50 AM

“

Patricia L White lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Patricia L White - December 09, 2019 at 01:53 AM

“

I have such fond memories of her as my teacher in kindergarten. She exuded such
light and warmth and was the purest example of love and kindness. She would mail
me newspaper articles about me after I had grown and moved away and would
always add notes to let me know she was proud. She will definitely be missed.

Kellye Huesman - December 09, 2019 at 01:33 AM

“

Harlan and family:
My sympathy to you
Cathy Ellison Krueger

Cathy Krueger - December 08, 2019 at 11:00 PM

“

Such a sweet caring lady! I will never forget her! She was my kindergarten teacher
almost 29 years ago! RIP beautiful angel!

Deedra Faucett - December 08, 2019 at 10:26 PM

“

Speaking of Barbara is a difficult task. So many things that can be said. Barbara was
a mentor teacher to me when I came to Pratt. She and Dale opened their home to
me often even hosting my wedding shower. I learned to watch her as an example for
contributing to church and to the community. Many lives were touched by Barbara
from young students to hospice patients. I will miss her smile and her signature
response “it will be alright”.

Kim Claycamp - December 08, 2019 at 10:14 PM

“

Cinda Kanady Kellogg lit a candle in memory of Barbara Ruth Shinkle

Cinda Kanady Kellogg - December 08, 2019 at 09:59 PM

“

I remember her beautiful smile and kindness waiting on me as a child returning from
the swimming pool. I became aware of her teaching kindergarten when my youngest
daughter was invited to “Pooh Corner”. My next experience of Barbara was when she
volunteered at Southwind Hospice and followed up after my Mother’s passing. When
I had time to go to the hospital I would see her there. I was in the rehab where
Barbara was and was allowed to learn that she had had a quadruple heart bypass.
Barbara was a wonderful spirit that I was blessed to know her!!

Peggy Lenkner - December 08, 2019 at 08:37 PM

“

We were so sad to hear of Barbara’s passing!
Jud was the only one of our boys who was lucky to have her as his kindergarten
teacher in Pooh corner.
What a wonderful experience for both him and us as parents! She always, always
had that beautiful smile and spoke such encouraging words and love to everyone
she met, She will certainly be missed in the Pratt community! As a tribute to her, may
we all carry on her legacy of love, generosity and smile to make our world a better
place. Your work on earth was well done! Rest In Peace Mrs. Shinkle.
Much love and peace to all of her family,
Cindy and Rob Eisenhauer and family

Cindy and Rob Eisenhauer - December 08, 2019 at 08:23 PM

“

We lost a grand lady today! So many memories teaching in the “south -forty” with
Mrs. Shinkle! Don and I had such a nice visit with her after Thanksgiving. We’re so
glad we had that time with her! Thoughts and prayers for the family. She will be
missed! But Barbara would say: It will be okay!

Jeanne & Don Peters - December 08, 2019 at 08:08 PM

“

Thank you Jeanne for sharing Barbara’s words, “It will be okay”.
Cindy Eisenhauer
Cindy and Rob Eisenhauer - December 08, 2019 at 09:46 PM

“

Barbara was a great example of how one person can make a difference in so many lives.
RIP...and may your memory live on...
Joyce Hartmann - December 09, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

Barbara was a sweet kind soul. She made Tom a birthday cake every year because
he and Kevin shared a birthday. She will be missed!

Deb Jones - December 08, 2019 at 07:54 PM

“

I don't remember a lot from Pooh Corner, but I remember Mrs. Shinkle's hugs and
kind words. <3

Emily (Stevens) Ohmes - December 08, 2019 at 07:46 PM

“

My kindergarten teacher. I loved her!!

Kimberly Hemphill Kettering - December 08, 2019 at 07:14 PM

“

I volunteered with Barbara at Southwind Hospice. She was such a delight to work with. I
missed her so when Hospice was no longer. She was a jewel.
Judy Phipps - December 08, 2019 at 08:45 PM

“

Mrs. Shinkle is one of the reasons why I am a teacher today. I sure loved her and
Pooh Corner. She was a beautiful woman inside and out.
Julie (Vratil) Eastlick
Pooh Corner Class 1978-79

julie eastlick - December 08, 2019 at 06:47 PM

“

Such an amazing woman who touched the lives of so many in our community! As
she volunteered at PRMC and things were a little quiet, I would run into her in the
hallway getting her steps, always with that beautiful smile on her face . God bless
you Barbara!

Susan Page - December 08, 2019 at 06:26 PM

“

As a child I remember Barb from the Dairy Queen. We would always go there after
swimming and get Cinnamon Dr. Peppers. She had the biggest

. She was kind to my

mother .... bringing her milk shakes when I was born in Pratt Hospital. Barbara was a tutor
to my Granddaughter. She was a teacher to my Amy. We Loved her so. May you rest in
Peace ...friend.
Tammy Thimesch - December 08, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

Although I never got the pleasure of having you as a teacher I always loved how
sweet and kind you were to everyone! RIP Mrs. Shinkle.

Shelly Koontz - December 08, 2019 at 06:10 PM

“

My oldest son didn't know English and God only knew how she did it but he learned the
language and we owe it all to her and RIP you will be missed Mrs. Shinkle.
Goya Ibarra - December 08, 2019 at 11:12 PM

“

Such a Wonderful Angel Heaven Has recieved!! Barbara was always smiling and
Cheerful. Great Kindergarten teacher for soo many. Bless you and Forever Fly.

Kenneth and Sue Mathe and Family - December 08, 2019 at 05:50 PM

