Alice L. Rowland
July 29, 1924 - January 13, 2015

PRATT - Alice L. Rowland, 90 years old was born July 29, 1924 to David Otto and Bertha
Selma Krehbiel in Detroit, Kansas. She attended schools in Detroit and graduated from
Chapman High School in 1942. She worked in Sacramento, CA in a tomato factory and as
a gazette (gas pumper) to earn money for nurses training. Then traveled back to Kansas
and worked as a riveter at an aircraft company. Alice graduated from Wesley School of
Nursing in 1946 and worked as a cadet nurse at Topeka General Hospital then on to
Springfield, Missouri Hospital where she met her husband, a WWII veteran patient, Victor
Rowland. He preceded her in death in 2011. They married in Enterprise, Ks in 1947 and
had 64 wonderful years of marriage. They moved to Okmulgee, OK and while her
husband went to school Alice worked in an old army hospital. Two years and two children
later they moved to Pratt, Ks. Soon the third child was born and she stayed at home to
raise the children. She was involved with church activities, girl scouting, daily coffee with
the neighbors and loved playing cards. In the late 1950’s she resumed her nursing career
and worked at the Pratt Hospital in labor and delivery for 10 years. The remainder of her
nursing years were spent in the doctors offices of Dr. Warren Jacks and Dr. Steve Dillon
where she retired in 1988. She spent many years at their cabin at Elm Mills entertaining
family and friends. She and Vic enjoyed many vacations to the Colorado mountains and
saw much of the US by bus. She still continued to round up her children, spouses,
grandchildren and friends for a good game of cards. As her sight faded from having
macular degeneration she loved nothing more than to be surrounded by family and
friends, rides in the car and her coffee. She is survived by daughters Vicki (Roger)
Seward, Pam (Jack) Burleson, son David (Carolyn) Rowland. Grandchildren Amy
Ragsdale, Annie (Sean) Spinelli, Rebecca (Brett) Ulrich, Brian Burleson, Tracy (Dean)
Pritchard, Robin (Evan) Hance, Ben Rowland, Tom (fiancée Brittney), and John (Arielle)
Rowland. There are seven great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. Preceding
her in death are brothers Clarence Krehbiel and Lloyd Krehbiel, sisters Marie Culver, and
Elberta Frey. Cremation has taken place and services will be 2:00 p.m., Friday, January
23, 2015 at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt, KS with John Hamm presiding. Memorials may be
made to South Wind Hospice or the Wounded Warriors Project in care of Larrison
Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt, KS 67124.

Comments

“

It was always fun to get invited to Pam's house for a sleepover (or slumber party as
we called them). We were always welcomed. The homemade hot rolls in the morning
were such a treat. Wonderful memories! My sympathy to all of the family.

becky mccartney - January 22, 2015 at 01:52 PM

“

I always enjoyed visiting with Alice. She has such a wonderful caring, compassionate
nature and a great sense of humor. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Betha Dauner - January 19, 2015 at 03:51 PM

“

Keeping your family in my prayers. I will always remember your mother with a lovely
smile and twinkling eyes. May God bless your family.
Mary Dalton

Mary Dalton - January 19, 2015 at 12:00 PM

“

I just remember Alice as always happy and smiling. She was simply a fun person to
be around! My thoughts and prayers are with Vicki, Pam and David and their
families. May God wrap His Grace around you all.

Kris (Critzer) Thompson - January 17, 2015 at 10:23 AM

“

Oh my! How I loved Alice!!!
I spent a lot of my Brownie Scout years with Alice as
a leader. To this day, I have a mosaic trivet I made in her basement during that time.
From junior high through high school and Pratt Community College, I worked parttime as a receptionist in Dr. Jacks office where Alice was a nurse. So many
wonderful memories! When my little sister Krissy got injured and came home from
the hospital after a 3-hour surgery, Alice came to help mom for several days. I even
remember Alice and Vic coming to the Critzer house all dressed up one Halloween.
And, of course, Vic made us the most lovely large wind chimes. Such precious
friends through the years. My heart goes out to Vicki, Pam and David and their
families. Watch for signs that they are still with you all in spirit. Hugs and prayers!
Vickie Critzer Fisher

Vickie Critzer Fisher - January 16, 2015 at 06:14 PM

“

Share a memory of Alice L. Rowland or send condolences to the family. Alice taught
me how to play cards, and was so fun to spend time with at their cabin, my sincere
sympathies go out to Vicki,Pam, and David and families.

Jill Ragsdale Flory - January 15, 2015 at 03:35 PM

“

I always loved going to the Rowland cabin at Elm Mills. There was always a spirited
game of cards on the screened in porch, where Alice would share with us one of her
little cherry flavored cigars. We would laugh, relax and have great fun on a Saturday
afternoon. Our sympathy to Pam, Vickie, David and your families.

Dave and Jo Lynn Lewis
David Lewis - January 14, 2015 at 01:50 PM

